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 Minutes of the Perry County Board of Commissioners 
 Regular Meeting  

2:00 p.m. – Thursday, February 6, 2020 
County Board Room – Perry County Government Building 

 
A regular meeting of the Perry County Board of Commissioners was convened at 2:00 
p.m. on Thursday, February 6, 2020 in the County Board Room at the Perry County 
Government Building in the City of Pinckneyville.   
 
OPENING 
 
Chairman Dallas Bigham called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. The Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was recited by those in 
attendance.    
 
County Clerk Beth Lipe called the roll. The following members answered the call of the 
roll: Commissioner Susan Hepp, Commissioner Bobby Kelly and Chairman Dallas 
Bigham were present.  
 
The following department heads were also present:  State’s Attorney David Searby, 
Treasurer Mary Jane Craft, Supervisor of Assessment Becky Winter, Sheriff Steve 
Bareis, County Engineer Brian Otten, Solid Waste & Zoning Officer Becky Tracy and 
Perry County EMA Doug Clark. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Chairman Bigham - Before we approve the agenda, does anyone want to be added to 
Public Comments?  Please add Zoning Officer Becky Tracy.  Chairman Bigham then 
called for approval of the meeting agenda.    
 
Commissioner Kelly moved the agenda for the meeting be approved.  Commissioner 
Hepp seconded the motion.  On voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Chairman Bigham asked for the approval of the Board of Commissioners meeting 
minutes of the January 23, 2020 regular meeting.  Chairman Bigham called for 
corrections.  There were none. 
 
Commissioner Hepp moved the minutes of the January 23, 2020 regular meeting be 
approved.  Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion.  On voice vote, the motion was 
approved. 
 
RESOLUTION – TO APPROVE MATERIAL BIDS FOR COUNTY HIGHWAY/UNIT 
ROAD DISTRICT 
 
County Engineer Brian Otten held a bid letting for materials for the year.  Bids were 
submitted from Beelman Logistics, Barr Trucking, Kinkaid Stone Company, Energy 
Culvert, Metal Culverts, Marathon Petroleum and Illini Asphalt.  Bids were awarded to the  
lowest bidders.   
         
Commissioner Kelly moved to approve the Material Bids for County Highway and Unit 
Road District as awarded.  Commissioner Hepp seconded the motion. Chairman Bigham 
requested a roll call vote.  Upon call of the roll, the following members voted aye:  
Commissioner Hepp, Commissioner Kelly and Chairman Bigham.  The motion was 
passed on a vote of 3-0 and the resolution was adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION – TO APPROVE PERRY COUNTY HEALTH PLAN RATE 
ADJUSTMENTS 
 
 
Treasurer Mary Jane Craft explained the rate adjustments for the Health Plan, including 
active employees, HRP active employees and retirees.  Some of the rates increased 
slightly whereas other rates decreased.    
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Commissioner Hepp moved to approve the Perry County Health Plan rate adjustments.   
Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion. Chairman Bigham requested a roll call vote.  
Upon call of the roll, the following members voted aye:  Commissioner Hepp, 
Commissioner Kelly and Chairman Bigham.  The motion was passed on a vote of 3-0 
and the resolution was adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION – TO APPROVE APPOINTMENTS TO PERRY COUNTY EMERGENCY 
TELEPHONE SYSTEM BOARD (ETSB) 
 
Chairman Bigham – Do you have any comments, Beth? 
 
Clerk Lipe – I have the requested paperwork completed and ready for the Board’s 
approval.   
 
Chairman Bigham – I am replacing Jim Epplin as County Board Chairman and we are 
adding Cindy Uhe to it.  Can I have a motion on that?   
 
Sheriff Bareis – Can you have a discussion on that please? 
 
Chairman Bigham – Yes. 
 
Sheriff Bareis – Thank you.  Two months ago I brought up the issue that I thought we 
needed some representation from Pinckneyville and it appears that the Board or yourself 
did not consider contacting Pasty Lipe or Jim Gielow from the Pinckneyville Ambulance 
or Fire.  I don’t know Cindy Uhe or what experience she can bring to the table for 911 
when you have a department head from the Ambulance Service and the Chief from the 
Fire Department from this side of the County when you have no representation except for 
Ted Harsha that isn’t from Du Quoin.  I would like to publicly say, I have nothing against 
Cindy Uhe but I do think we need some representation from this side of the County.  
 
Chairman Bigham – Well one thing with Cindy Uhe, I was told, she did the mapping with 
Consol Coal and understands a lot of that mapping…any further discussion on that?  Can 
I have a motion for the appointments to the Perry County Emergency Telephone 
System?     
 
Commissioner Hepp moved to approve the appointments to the Perry County Emergency 
Telephone System Board of Dallas Bigham and Cindy Uhe.  Commissioner Kelly 
seconded the motion. Chairman Bigham requested a roll call vote.  Upon call of the roll, 
the following members voted aye:  Commissioner Hepp, Commissioner Kelly and 
Chairman Bigham.  The motion was passed on a vote of 3-0 and the resolution was 
adopted. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Chairman Bigham – That brings us to Discussion…Sheriff Steve Bareis, Federal Inmate 
Housing.  
 
Sheriff Bareis – Up until September, the Jail had Federal Inmates.  Due to layoffs, we lost 
our Feds.  They have called me 3 times to see if our staffing meets their needs.  They 
would like to get us back.  They’ve promised me 10 to 20 inmates.  Under the present 
budget, we have some budget money to bring in some part time help, however, it won’t 
be enough to staff it for the entire year.  If we were to go ahead & fill, basically what I 
need, I have 7 open shifts at a cost a week would be $728.00.  Now some of that would 
come out of the present budget.  From my numbers, it would be an additional $15,000.00 
for the year to staff the jail for where we have 2 for every shift.  I believe with that, within a 
month and a half, we will have made that money and then some to accommodate that 
and actually be at a place where we can be on the plus and freeing up some money to go 
to other areas within the County.  I also put together an initial study of trying to get that 
$60.00 increased and will be doing a letter to the US Marshall service to see if they will 
increase that.  It hasn’t been increased since 2011. There’s a possibility that we could get 
anywhere from $70.00 to $76.00 per day for Federal inmates if this is passed by the 
Federal Marshall Service.  I firmly believe that as long as we have 10 or more federal 
inmates in our jail, it is cost effective for the County.  If it drops below 10, then we barely 
break even.  They have assured me that they will keep us in detainees.  We have the 
room, we only have 25 County inmates so we have cells that are sitting empty and I 
believe I can hire part time help instead of full time help with benefits and retirements and 
so forth to bring that in, I think I just need, basically take the money that the County has 
already budgeted for me, hire the part time, start using that money, it’s not going to cost 
the County anything more than what was already budgeted.  Then assess income level 
as we move into the rest of the year and noting that we may be over budget in that area 
but we should have well enough revenue to accommodate what’s there.   
 
Chairman Bigham – So you haven’t hired the 2 part time people yet?  You haven’t? 
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Sheriff Bareis – Right, right.  I’ve hired 2 part timers, yes.  But, as far as the hours that we 
work now, I basically have 7 shifts at 8 hours a day that we have open right now.  You 
need to understand at the bottom of that paper, that’s what our insurance recommends 
now so that will bring us to the standard that our insurance wants now, regardless if we 
have the feds or not.  It will get the liability off of us plus off of you.  For us, it’s going to 
give us the opportunity to bring in some needed revenue in related to housing Federal 
detainees.  I would like for you to consider this for us to bring back the Feds.  I have to 
have 2 transporters at all times anyway because we have to transport to the State 
prisons, pick up people that have been arrested on warrants out of County.  We already 
are doing that.  This is just a matter of getting staff on the weekends and on third shift 
back up to par.  I encourage you to consider what I’ve given you.  My hope is that by April 
1st, we can have an agreement with the Marshalls, have staff hired and trained by the end 
of March.  I think this would be good for the County.  
 
Commissioner Hepp – Steve, what was the difference between what you had said low 
end of 600 to now it’s 900 per day.   
 
Sheriff Bareis – That’s 15 inmates there, it’s $60.00 a day.   
 
Commissioner Hepp – It says 600 to 1200 a day. 
 
Sheriff Bareis – The back of that form basically says 10-20, the back it for 15-25.  It 
based on $60.00 a day.  My hope is getting something going with the Marshalls and 
getting those numbers increased as well. 
 
Commissioner Hepp – So we don’t break even if we have less than 10 Feds.  
 
Sheriff Bareis – I think 9 we are breaking even and at 10, we are making a little.  
 
Commissioner Hepp -  So, I know you mentioned, what area will you be overbudget? 
 
Sheriff Bareis – Part time staff.   
 
Commissioner Hepp – Part time staff, so you’re not asking for… 
 
Sheriff Bareis – I’m not asking for full time staff, just part time. 
 
Commissioner Hepp – Okay. 
 
Chairman Bigham – Anyone have any other comments on this?  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Chairman Bigham – That brings us to Public Comments…Becky Tracy.   
 
Zoning Officer Tracy – Just wanted to let everyone know that I reached out to Ranger 
Power, our solar farm that is supposed to be coming in.  I wanted to let you know that the 
target date right now is late June to start construction, keep in mind that is a moving 
target they are still doing some field work and I just wanted to let everyone in on the 
update.  They’ve hired their people to oversee the construction and the site.   
 
Chairman Bigham – Are you the contact person?  I know you are for us but do you have 
to reach out to them for updates? 
 
Zoning Officer Tracy – They call me, I just hadn’t heard from her for a bit so I reached out 
just to get an update.   
 
Chairman Bigham – With no further discussion, that moves us into Executive Session 
with no action being taken.  Adjournment of regular meeting at 2:20 p.m. with a motion by 
Commissioner Kelly with a second by Commissioner Hepp.  On voice vote, the motion 
was approved.   
  
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Started Executive Session at 2:25 p.m. and Adjourned at 2:39 p.m. with a motion by 
Commissioner Kelly with a second by Chairman Bigham.  On voice vote, the motion was 
approved.  
 
Regular meeting returned to session at 2:40 p.m. with a motion by Commissioner Kelly 
and seconded by Commissioner Hepp.  On voice vote, the motion was approved.  
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS 
 
Board members examined claims presented for payment.     
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Commissioner Kelly moved to approve the payment of bills when money becomes 
available and if their budget lines allow it and they are not over budget.  Commissioner 
Hepp seconded the motion.  Chairman Bigham requested a roll call vote.  Upon call of 
the roll, the following members voted aye:  Commissioner Hepp, Commissioner Kelly and 
Chairman Bigham.  The motion was approved on a vote of 3-0.   
 
ADJOURNMENT OF COUNTY BOARD MEETING 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the Chairman said he would 
entertain a motion to adjourn.     
 
Commissioner Kelly moved the Board adjourn and convene the next meeting on 
Thursday, February 20, 2020 at 6:00 p.m., Commissioner Hepp seconded the motion.  
On voice vote, the motion was approved and the Board stood adjourned at 2:41 p.m. 
 
Submitted: 
 
 
______________________________ 
BETH LIPE, County Clerk 
Clerk of the Board of Commissioners 
County of Perry, State of Illinois 
Approved: February 20, 2020 
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