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  Minutes of the Perry County Board of Commissioners 
 Regular Meeting  

2:00 p.m. – Thursday, May 7, 2020 
County Board Room – Perry County Government Building 

 
A regular meeting of the Perry County Board of Commissioners was convened at 2:00 
p.m. on Thursday, May 7, 2020 in the County Board Room at the Perry County 
Government Building in the City of Pinckneyville.   
 
OPENING 
 
Chairman Dallas Bigham called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. The Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was recited by those in 
attendance.    
 
County Clerk Beth Lipe called the roll. The following members answered the call of the 
roll: Commissioner Susan Hepp, Commissioner Bobby Kelly and Chairman Dallas 
Bigham were present.  
 
The following department heads were also present:  Treasurer Mary Jane Craft, 
Assessor Becky Winter and County Engineer Brian Otten.  Present by phone was State’s 
Attorney David Searby.    
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Chairman Bigham - Before we approve the agenda, does anyone want to be added to 
Public Comments?  None.  Chairman Bigham then called for approval of the meeting 
agenda.    
 
Commissioner Kelly moved the agenda for the meeting be approved.  Commissioner 
Hepp seconded the motion.  On voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Chairman Bigham asked for the approval of the Board of Commissioners meeting 
minutes of the April 16, 2020 regular meeting and the minutes of the April 27, 2020 
special meeting.  Chairman Bigham called for corrections.  There were none. 
 
Commissioner Hepp moved the minutes of the April 16, 2020 regular meeting and the 
minutes of the April 27, 2020 special meeting both be approved.  Commissioner Kelly 
seconded the motion.  On voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 
RESOLUTION – TO APPROVE SAWMILL ROAD BRIDGE PROJECT USING 
TOWNSHIP BRIDGE PROGRAM FUNDS 
 
County Engineer Otten stated that this project has been in the works for a while.  The  
project area has a culvert in place now but it cannot handle the water shed so they are 
going to replace it with a small bridge.  They will be using Township Bridge Funds to pay 
for it.  The cost $173,674.00 and the bid went to Dees, Inc.  The culvert is in good shape  
so it will be used on a different project.   
 
Commissioner Kelly moved to approve the Sawmill Road Bridge Project using Township 
Bridge Program Funds.  Commissioner Hepp seconded the motion. Chairman Bigham 
requested a roll call vote.  Upon call of the roll, the following members voted aye:   
Commissioner Hepp, Commissioner Kelly and Chairman Bigham.  The motion was  
passed on a vote of 3-0 and the resolution was adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION – TO APPROVE LOCAL ROADS DISTRICT WIDE PAVEMENT  
MARKING CONTRACT 
 
County Engineer Otten stated that this Pavement Marking Contract for District 9.  
Jefferson County south is included in this contract.  No State Highways are included in  
this, it’s only Local County Roads.  The total cost for this Contract is $194,249.60. 
America’s Parking Remarking is the awarded bidder.  They will start somewhere around  
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June 1st.  They have until October 31st to have it completed.  We will be using Federal Aid 
Matching monies to pay for our share.  It’s only asphalt roads.  $41,109.00 is our portion 
of this Contract.   
 
Commissioner Hepp moved to approve the Local Roads District Wide Pavement Marking 
Contract.  Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion. Chairman Bigham requested a 
roll call vote.  Upon call of the roll, the following members voted aye:  Commissioner  
Hepp, Commissioner Kelly and Chairman Bigham.  The motion was passed on a vote of  
3-0 and the resolution was adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION – APPROVE COUNTY HIGHWAY/UNIT ROAD DISTRICT’S  
PURCHASE OF A 2020 INTERNATIONAL DUMP TRUCK 
 
County Engineer Otten stated this is a tandem dump truck.  The cost is $142,030.80. 
The truck and chassis are coming from Rush Truck Center and the plow, spreader and 
hydraulics are coming from Monroe Truck Center.  We should get the truck around  
January 1 of next year.  We are paying for it our of Unit Road and County Highway funds. 
We are going to replace one that is worn out.  We are buying it off the Illinois Bid System.  
 
Commissioner Kelly moved to approve the County Highway/Unit Road District’s purchase 
of a 2020 International Dump Truck.  Commissioner Hepp seconded the motion.  
Chairman Bigham requested a roll call vote.  Upon call of the roll, the following members 
voted aye:  Commissioner Hepp, Commissioner Kelly and Chairman Bigham.  The  
motion was passed on a vote of 3-0 and the resolution was adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION – TO APPROVE RAFFLE LICENSE 
 
County Clerk Lipe stated that the raffle license for the Du Quoin Elks #884 has been 
completed and license fee paid.   
 
Commissioner Hepp moved to approve the Raffle License for the Du Quoin Elks #884. 
Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion. Chairman Bigham requested a 
roll call vote.  Upon call of the roll, the following members voted aye:  Commissioner  
Hepp, Commissioner Kelly and Chairman Bigham.  The motion was passed on a vote of  
3-0 and the resolution was adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION – APPROVE CHAIRMAN’S APPOINTMENT TO PERRY COUNTY 
BOARD OF REVIEW – JEFFERY ROBINSON, ANDY CLARK AND JOHN BATTEAU 
 
Assessor Winter stated that all 3 members are willing to serve again.  They are in good 
standing and in compliance with the State.    
 
Commissioner Kelly moved to approve the Chairman’s appointment to Perry County 
Board of Review – Jeffery Robinson, Andy Clark and John Batteau.  Commissioner Hepp 
seconded the motion. Chairman Bigham requested a roll call vote.  Upon call of the roll,  
the following members voted aye:  Commissioner Hepp, Commissioner Kelly and  
Chairman Bigham.  The motion was passed on a vote of 3-0 and the resolution was  
adopted. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Pete Spitler – I was going to ask the Board since the Governor came out with his 5 phase 
reopening plan on Tuesday, I was going to ask what the Board’s thoughts were on that? 
 
Chairman Bigham – I think it’s positive news, I think we are taking steps in the right 
direction to get the State and County, especially, we’re in what, District 5 down here.  It’s 
sounding better everyday on us down here on that.   
 
Commissioner Kelly – I feel sorry for the businesses that are affected.  Our business 
hasn’t been affected, we’re still working and busy but I know there are a lot of others that 
are suffering and don’t know if they’ll reopen.  
 
Pete Spitler – I mentioned earlier, Dallas, if I’m reading it right, conceivably you can 
reopen your barber shop back up at the end of this month if they go into the next phase.  
How has the barber shop been handling things the past few weeks? 
 
Chairman Bigham – Well, the State mandates our licenses, barber shops, beauty shops, 
we could go out and open up but there’s a chance that I could lose my license or get a 
fine and it’s not worth that.  I mean, hopefully the end is in sight here.  It’s tough on 
everybody, it’s been tough on me but there’s no way to prepare for this, nobody seen this 
coming and we are definitely in unchartered waters going through this.  It’s like the rug 
has been pulled out from underneath everybody.  
 
Pete Spitler – I have one final question.  Yesterday, the Governor mentioned that in his 
words that it will be highly unlikely that there will be any State Fairs this year.  He kind of 
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has a note of optimism, hopefully there’s a treatment, I know the FDA approved 
Remdesivir as a possible treatment so at the same point, obviously that’s a significant 
sales tax and bringing people into the County.  What’s your thoughts on that? 
 
Chairman Bigham – No State Fair, that’s going to be a big hit for the southern region of 
the State.  Not just in Perry County, the whole State of Illinois, that’s a major hit.   
    
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS 
 
Board members examined claims presented for payment.     
 
Commissioner Kelly moved to approve the payment of bills when money becomes 
available and if their budget lines allow it and they are not over budget.  Commissioner 
Hepp seconded the motion.  Chairman Bigham requested a roll call vote.  Upon call of 
the roll, the following members voted aye:  Commissioner Hepp, Commissioner Kelly and 
Chairman Bigham.  The motion was approved on a vote of 3-0.   
 
ADJOURNMENT OF COUNTY BOARD MEETING 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the Chairman said he would 
entertain a motion to adjourn.     
 
Commissioner Hepp moved the Board adjourn and convene the next regular meeting on 
Thursday, May 21, 2020 at 6:00 p.m., Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion.  On 
voice vote, the motion was approved and the Board stood adjourned at 4:14 p.m. 
 
Submitted: 
 
 
______________________________ 
BETH LIPE, County Clerk 
Clerk of the Board of Commissioners 
County of Perry, State of Illinois 
Approved: May 21, 2020 
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