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  Minutes of the Perry County Board of Commissioners 
 Regular Meeting  

6:00 p.m. – Thursday, May 21, 2020 
County Board Room – Perry County Government Building 

 
A regular meeting of the Perry County Board of Commissioners was convened at 6:00 
p.m. on Thursday, May 21, 2020 in the County Board Room at the Perry County 
Government Building in the City of Pinckneyville.   
 
OPENING 
 
Chairman Dallas Bigham called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was recited by those in 
attendance.    
 
County Clerk Beth Lipe called the roll. The following members answered the call of the 
roll: Commissioner Susan Hepp and Chairman Dallas Bigham were present in person 
and Commissioner Bobby Kelly was present by phone.  .  
 
The following department heads were also present:  Present by phone was State’s 
Attorney David Searby.    
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Chairman Bigham - Before we approve the agenda, does anyone want to be added to 
Public Comments?  None.  Chairman Bigham then called for approval of the meeting 
agenda.    
 
Commissioner Kelly moved the agenda for the meeting be approved.  Commissioner 
Hepp seconded the motion.  On voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Chairman Bigham asked for the approval of the Board of Commissioners meeting 
minutes of the May 7, 2020 regular meeting.  Chairman Bigham called for corrections.  
There were none. 
 
Commissioner Hepp moved the minutes of the May 7, 2020 regular meeting be 
approved.  Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion.  On voice vote, the motion was 
approved. 
 
ORDINANCE – HEALTH PLAN / VIRTUAL TELEMEDICINE VISITS 
 
Snedeker Representative Kevin Kern – Addressed the Board on telemedicine visits 
during the COVID-19.  The current health plan does not allow such visits between patient 
and doctor.  With everything that has been going on, several doctor’s offices have opted 
to hold appointments with patients via telephone or by web.  Basically, the County’s 
health plan goes back to the 1990’s and back then, this wasn’t the way that things were 
set up.  When it was brought to our attention that these such claims weren’t being paid 
through the plan, we decided we needed to possibly amend the plan either for the time 
being or totally to allow such visits to be allowed and covered by the health plan. 
Obviously, it is up to the County Board to amend or strike the clause completely.  At a 
minimum, we believe it should be amended for at least 90 days or until the end of the 
calendar year because we just don’t know what the health situation is going to be for the 
time being.  I think telemedicine is a growing thing right now and is probably a good thing 
for a lot of the employees.  They still have to set up these type of visits, still have to check 
in to ‘in network’.  I am going to ask the Treasurer’s office to gather those claims that  
have came through the last 2 months so we catch them all and reprocess them.  That  
way, the only thing that the employees will be out is their required deductible and co-pay. 
So, we just need the Board to decide how long to keep the amendment in place or do 
away with it entirely.     
 
Chairman Bigham – Say maybe we go through Phase 5?   
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Commissioner Hepp – Yeah. 
 
Chairman Bigham – That at least covers us for awhile since Stage 4 is getting ready to 
start, then Stage 5, then hopefully it’s over.  
 
Commissioner Hepp – Well, I think Kevin’s concern is what if it comes back?  Is there a 
provision that we can open it up again?   
 
Kevin Kern – You can adopt this ordinance as needed.  My concern is in order to tell  
Trustmark, I need to tell them something certain, I have to give them a certain date.  
Know of us know when Phase 5 is going to be but I need to give them a set date.  I’d  
recommend that if you go until the end of the year, that is the end of your calendar year 
for the health insurance and that would make sense for this Ordinance.  Telemedicine 
typically is better, cost wise, for the employee and the health plan.  I just don’t see a 
down side to it.  When this plan was put into place, you didn’t even know what  
telemedicine was, cell phones weren’t even a thing back then.  I do not see a down side 
to trying this on a trial basis.  I would say go to December 31st because everyone’s 
deductible starts over on January 1st.      
 
Chairman Bigham – That sounds good, what do you think Dave? 
 
State’s Attorney Searby – I think that sounds good, like Kevin said, I believe the  
recommendation it good, especially with the deductible’s starting over on January 1st.  If  
we need to modify it later, we can, right Kevin? 
 
Kevin Kern – Yes, you’re right, David.  We just wanted to bring it to your attention and 
inform Trustmark.  There is no reason why we can’t revisit this closer to the end of the  
year.   
 
State’s Attorney Searby – I think going along with your recommendation would be good 
and it would probably be consistent with other jurisdictions that are doing the wait and 
see.   
 
Kevin Kern – Some are doing this for 90 days, some to the end of the year, some have 
eliminated it all together.  We just wanted to allow the flexibility for their folks and we can 
revisit at any time.  
 
Chairman Bigham – Ok, if we all agree then we will allow Virtual Telemedicine Visits on 
the health plan by amending the policy until December 31, 2020.  We will revisit if needed  
at that time.  Does that sound alright, Bobby and Susan? 
 
Commissioner Hepp – Yes. 
 
Commissioner Kelly – Yes, I agree on the amendment to the end of the year.           
 
Commissioner Kelly moved to approve amending the Health Plan / Virtual Telemedicine 
Visits as recommended to December 31, 2020.  Commissioner Hepp seconded the  
motion. Chairman Bigham requested a roll call vote.  Upon call of the roll, the following 
members voted aye:  Commissioner Hepp, Commissioner Kelly and Chairman Bigham.  
The motion was passed on a vote of 3-0 and the resolution was adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION – TO DISCUSS/APPROVE BID – LAWN MOWER PURCHASE 
 
Chairman Bigham – We have received bids from the 4 businesses in Perry County for the 
purchase of a new lawn mower for the Government Building.  This mower also mows at  
the building behind the Sheriff’s Department, Animal Control and the Shooting Range.  
The old mower is almost 10 years old and is currently broken down.  It’s been taken very 
good care of but the fact of the matter is it mows a lot of grass every summer.  The 
mower is being purchased from Porter’s Outdoor Power Equipment in Du Quoin for the 
amount of $6,999.00.  This includes a 4-year warranty on the engine and a 7-year 
warranty on drive train.       
 
Commissioner Hepp moved to approve the purchase of a zero-turn lawn mower from 
Porter’s Outdoor Power Equipment in Du Quoin for the total of $6,999.00, which includes  
a 7-year warranty.   Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion. Chairman Bigham  
requested a roll call vote.  Upon call of the roll, the following members voted aye:   
Commissioner Hepp, Commissioner Kelly and Chairman Bigham.  The motion was  
passed on a vote of 3-0 and the resolution was adopted. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Pete Spitler – I was going to ask the Board since the Governor announced his 
modifications to Phase 3 yesterday and I just wanted to get the County Board’s reaction, 
obviously it’s a step in the right direction and the County only has 4 active cases right 
now and I’m just gathering opinions in that aspect.   
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Commissioner Hepp – I think we are completely pleased in moving into the right 
direction, opening small businesses but I think we actually need to talk about placing a 
resolution out there that we would support the opening of all businesses here in Perry 
County, opening our fairgrounds, opening our parks,  All State parks are going to be open 
anyway, to see the pools go ahead and open and to be in support of the Du Quoin State 
Fair to open.    
 
Chairman Bigham – Maybe we can do an open letter of support.  
 
Commissioner Kelly – I totally agree, Susan.   
 
Pete Spitler – Would that be something that you guys would take up at the next meeting?   
 
Commissioner Hepp – I’d like to see us put something out towards the next meeting.  
David, what do you, can we get that in order, you think? 
 
State’s Attorney Searby – Yeah, we it wouldn’t be hard to do a draft and resolution that 
would be in support, it would be something similar to Randolph but we would have to 
obviously tailor it specifically for Perry County.   
 
Chairman Bigham – So would that be at the next meeting, Dave?  
 
State’s Attorney Searby – Yes, I can have a draft wrote up and then it could be reviewed 
and gone over at the next meeting.  
 
Commissioner Kelly – That sounds good, Dallas. 
 
Chairman Bigham – I think so, I think we are headed in the right direction with the Board 
being in favor of that.  
 
Pete Spitler – My last question is for Susan.  Do you have any feelers of what the 
pandemic is doing to the County financially? 
 
Commissioner Hepp – Financially?  I think the Governor is getting ready to release early 
the information on our for local use sales tax and then we’ll see where we are at.  I 
foresee that it’s at least gonna be, I think the last talk that we had was at least 20% right 
now. 
 
Pete Spitler – Down? 
 
Commissioner Hepp – Yes.  
 
Commissioner Kelly – Yes, I think you’re right Susan. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS 
 
Board members examined claims presented for payment.     
 
Commissioner Kelly moved to approve the payment of bills when money becomes 
available and if their budget lines allow it and they are not over budget.  Commissioner 
Hepp seconded the motion.  Chairman Bigham requested a roll call vote.  Upon call of 
the roll, the following members voted aye:  Commissioner Hepp, Commissioner Kelly and 
Chairman Bigham.  The motion was approved on a vote of 3-0.   
 
ADJOURNMENT OF COUNTY BOARD MEETING 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the Chairman said he would 
entertain a motion to adjourn.     
 
Commissioner Hepp moved the Board adjourn and convene the next regular meeting on 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 at 2:00 p.m., Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion.  On 
voice vote, the motion was approved and the Board stood adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 
 
Submitted: 
 
 
______________________________ 
BETH LIPE, County Clerk 
Clerk of the Board of Commissioners 
County of Perry, State of Illinois 
Approved: June 4, 2020 
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