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  Minutes of the Perry County Board of Commissioners 
 Regular Meeting  

6:00 p.m. – Thursday, July 23, 2020 
County Board Room – Perry County Government Building 

 
A regular meeting of the Perry County Board of Commissioners was convened at 6:00 
p.m. on Thursday, July 23, 2020 in the County Board Room at the Perry County 
Government Building in the City of Pinckneyville.   
 
OPENING 
 
Chairman Dallas Bigham called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was recited by those in 
attendance.    
 
County Clerk Beth Lipe called the roll. The following members answered the call of the 
roll: Commissioner Hepp, Commissioner Kelly and Chairman Dallas Bigham were 
present in person.    
 
The following department heads were also present:  Treasurer Mary Jane Craft and 
Assistant State’s Attorney Marty Beltz.    
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Chairman Bigham - Before we approve the agenda, does anyone want to be added to 
Public Comments?  No additions needed.     
 
Commissioner Kelly moved the agenda for the meeting be approved.  Commissioner 
Hepp seconded the motion.  On voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Chairman Bigham asked for the approval of the Board of Commissioners meeting 
minutes of the July 9, 2020 regular meeting.  Chairman Bigham called for corrections.  
There were none. 
 
Commissioner Hepp moved the minutes of the July 9, 2020 regular meeting be approved.  
Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion.  On voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 
ORDINANCE – HEALTH INSURANCE AMENDMENT TO EXTEND SPECIAL 
ENROLLEE ELECTIONS, COBRA COVERAGE AND FILING CLAIMS AND APPEALS  
TO DECEMBER 31, 2020 DUE TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 
Treasurer Craft – This is kind of like we did with the teleconferencing amendment, this is 
just following the same extension, December 31st instead of November 30th.   
 
Commissioner Kelly moved to approve the Ordinance to amend the Health Insurance to  
extend special enrollee elections, COBRA coverage and filing claims and appeals to 
December 31, 2020 due to COVID-19 pandemic.  Commissioner Hepp seconded the 
motion. Chairman Bigham requested a roll call vote.  Upon call of the roll, the following 
members voted aye:  Commissioner Hepp, Commissioner Kelly and Chairman Bigham. 
The motion was passed on a vote of 3-0 and the ordinance was adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION – TO APPROVE RAFFLE LICENSE 
 
County Clerk Lipe stated that the raffle licenses for the following have been completed  
and license fees have been paid. 

• Beth Lipe for Perry County Clerk & Recorder  
• Friends of Susan Hepp 

 
Commissioner Kelly moved to approve the Raffle Licenses for Beth Lipe for Perry County 
Clerk & Recorder and for Friends of Susan Hepp.    Chairman Bigham seconded the  
motion. Chairman Bigham requested a roll call vote.  Upon call of the roll, the following  
members voted aye:  Commissioner Hepp, Commissioner Kelly and Chairman Bigham. 
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The motion was passed on a vote of 3-0 and the resolution was adopted. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Chairman Bigham – We have here this evening, Craig Mattson with Liberty National, 
Globe Life with a presentation.  
 
Mr. Mattson – Liberty Mutual is an established company.  They are partnered with 
several entities within the County and area.  They would like to expand their services with 
the County.  Pre-tax options through payroll work better for the employee than on their 
own.  They can enroll employees virtually & not face to face.  He would like to work with 
Mary Jane in partnering with the County.   He feels that their benefits are very good with 
employees.   
 
Treasurer Craft – I know the ordinance prohibiting new group insurances because we 
were having so much trouble getting all the correct paperwork was drafted and passed, 
Dallas, when you first came onto the Board.   
 
Commissioner Hepp – I want to bring this up.  Steve’s not here to speak on his behalf, I 
think this is on Randolph County’s Board agenda tomorrow. They’re wanting to unload 
some of their County offenders to our County Jail.  Steve said he has written an MOU 
and he didn’t discuss so, hopefully we’ll get in contact with him, cause he didn’t discuss 
several things that I have questions about, in regards to this because, obviously we are, 
you know, with staffing levels we have and my concerns with that, that I just wanted to 
make everybody aware that he is looking in to it.  Now I know, I talked to the State’s 
Attorney’s office today and he can write the MOU, right, but my concern is from the 
budget standpoint… 
 
Asst. State’s Atty Beltz – He can enter into a Memo of Understanding for his office as the 
Sheriff, I think without any question but cannot commit any County funds or make any 
employment decisions without it being authorized through the Board.   
 
Commissioner Hepp – So, County funds, meaning what we’ve already budgeted for, for 
offender meals and health costs.  Now I know he stated that they would reimburse but my 
concern is, like I said, he didn’t send me the MOU to discuss with anyone of whether or 
not, what the terms are going to be, what happens if they don’t pay and my concern is for 
the County to be on the hook for bills that, we’re just now starting to get into a rhythm 
were we are paying our bills within thirty days.   
 
Chairman Bigham – We hate to get on like paying of the bills and Randolph County owes 
us such an amount of money for meals and we can’t get it out of them.   
 
Commissioner Hepp – He didn’t discuss transportation… 
 
Commissioner Kelly – Then insurance, he said, they’d cover all the doctor costs. 
 
Commissioner Hepp – But then again… 
 
Asst. State’s Atty. Beltz – What you guys need to think about is the liability factor.  What’s 
going to happen if they bring somebody over here and they infest our jail with COVID?   
 
Commissioner Hepp – I mean there’s a reason why Randolph County is full, we have 4 
offenders that need to go to DOC now and that’s the reason Randolph County is full is 
because of non-movement to DOC.  And I do not, I mean, I work at Corrections and I do 
not see it changing for quite some time.  I mean, we have, the ones that are sitting in 
County jails have to go to a receiving unit first, the receiving unit is full.  The receiving unit 
is where offenders are screened and then they make a determination based upon their 
crimes and their sentence commitments and what type of programs that the offenders are 
going to go into, they’re just sitting there waiting to go to another facility and I just don’t 
see that happening any time soon. 
 
Chairman Bigham – I’m like you, Marty, with this COVID going on right now, we could get 
10 of them over here that’s got it, possibly.   
 
Asst. State’s Atty. Beltz – It scares me cause all it takes is one and you’ve got an 
outbreak on your hands.   
 
Commissioner Hepp – I understand that he’s looking at it from a money aspect but 
there’s more than just saying well they’re going to give us $45.00 a day because like I 
said, you’ve got meals that they’re going to reimburse for, what is the payment plan?  
There’s lots of questions within this MOU that’s going to be discussed at their County 
Board meeting that he, that we haven’t even discussed. 
 
Treasurer Craft – Wasn’t it $55.00 that we had to pay? 
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Commissioner Hepp – Yeah, I mean, if we full, what’s going to happen?  Can we send 
them back?  If we get full at our jail?  We can’t afford to send our offenders to another 
County, like Jefferson County. 
 
Treasurer Craft – Jefferson County I thought charged us $65.00 a day… 
 
Chairman Bigham – Yes, Jefferson County was $65.00. 
 
Commissioner Hepp – So, I mean, there’s more than just him saying well it’s X number of 
dollars a day.  That’s just my concerns. 
 
Commissioner Kelly – I agree with Susan, we need to sit down and talk about it. If we 
come up with a game plan, then maybe go with it.  Like she said, we don’t know what the 
terms are in this agreement.       
 
Commissioner Hepp – Transportation… are they coming to get their offenders or are we 
going to transport?  Then we have a staffing issue and can’t get ours on the video call 
cause we have low staffing.  Then if we have to transport someone else’s offenders back 
to their County for Court or whatever purpose they need or medical appointment, then 
you’ve got to bring someone in to cover their shift and then that causes overtime. So to 
me, it is, when you talk about entering governmental agreements that they have the 
authority to do, there’s more to it than just that they can say yeah, I can do it.  
 
Chairman Bigham – When is Randolph County’s meeting tomorrow? 
 
Treasurer Craft – Tomorrow night. 
 
Chairman Bigham – They’re gonna vote for it aren’t they? 
 
Commissioner Hepp – Well, that’s what he said, it was the vote tomorrow but I just 
wanted to voice my concern. He said that the Board would take action Friday but I’m not 
sure if David Searby did get ahold of them or…just because they approve it doesn’t 
mean… 
 
Asst. State’s Atty. Beltz – This is based on a brief phone call between David & I, but he 
did have an opportunity to speak to Jeremy Walker, the State’s Attorney over there.  
Jeremy’s feeling is that it is just a discussion issue over there, it’s not necessarily going to 
be an action.  It is on their agenda so there’s nothing that’s stops them from taking action 
on it. 
 
Commissioner Kelly – I will get ahold of one of their commissioners tonight and ask 
them… 
 
Chairman Bigham – I mean if they okay it tomorrow and we vote it down at the next 
meeting cause we don’t want them with this COVID… 
 
Commissioner Hepp – Like Marty said, I don’t think we can vote down his MOU because 
we do not have that authority cause he can enter into a MOU but we can refuse to 
provide additional funding. 
 
Asst. State’s Atty. Beltz – Right, you can refuse to provide additional funding.  
 
Commissioner Hepp - At least until we find out the terms.   
 
Treasurer Craft - Well my thoughts is the $45.00 when we were being charged $65.00 to 
house out of County. 
 
Commissioner Hepp – I mean I want to help out other Counties but during, with COVID, 
there’s a reason why offenders State wide aren’t moving.  There’s a reason why we’ve 
only had 13 deaths within the State.      
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS 
 
Board members examined claims presented for payment.     
 
Commissioner Kelly moved to approve the payment of bills when money becomes 
available and if their budget lines allow it and they are not over budget.  Commissioner  
Hepp seconded the motion.  Chairman Bigham requested a roll call vote.  Upon call of 
the roll, the following members voted aye:  Commissioner Hepp, Commissioner Kelly and 
Chairman Bigham.  The motion was approved on a vote of 3-0.   
 
ADJOURNMENT OF COUNTY BOARD MEETING 
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There being no further business to come before the Board, the Chairman said he would 
entertain a motion to adjourn.     
 
Commissioner Kelly moved the Board adjourn and convene the next regular meeting on 
Thursday, August 6, 2020 at 2:00 p.m., Commissioner Hepp seconded the motion.  On 
voice vote, the motion was approved and the Board stood adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 
 
Submitted: 
 
 
______________________________ 
BETH LIPE, County Clerk 
Clerk of the Board of Commissioners 
County of Perry, State of Illinois 
Approved: August 6, 2020 
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