Minutes of the Regqulax Meeting

of the Perry County Board of Commissioners, Perry County,
Illinois, held on the 22™ day of January, A.D. 2026, in the
Pinckneyville Community Building, Pinckneyville, Illinois.

Chairman Bruce Morgenstern called the meeting to order at
6:00 P.M., and lead the invocation and recitation of the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Roll Call was answered by Commissioners Joseph Folden and
Jennifer Martin and Chairman Bruce Morgenstern. Also present
were County Clerk Robert Kelly and Attorney Aaron Atkins,

Chairman Morgenstern took up the matter of the approval of
the agenda. Messrs. Donny Hobbs, Pete Spitler, and Michael Fritz
all requested of the Chair that they be recognized to speak
during the meeting. Commissioner Martin moved to approve the
agenda, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Folden. The
motion passed with voice vote with Commissioners Folden, Martin
and Chairman Morgenstern all voting “aye.”

On the approval of the regular meeting minutes of January 8,
Commissioner Martin noted that the ordinance number should be
inserted to be 2026-04, and that there was a typographical error
in the name “Morgenstern”. With those corrections, Commissioner
Martin moved to approve the minutes, as amended, of January 8,
2026, seconded by Commissioner Folden. The motion passed with
Commissioners Folden, Martin and Chairman Morgenstern voting
"aye” by voice vote.

Chairman Morgenstern asked to receive public comments at
this point in the meeting, rather than at the end.

Commissioner Martin indicated that pursuant to her promise
to give regular end-of-month reports, Mr. Michael Fritz, Perry
County’s new animal control officer, was in attendance. Mr.
Fritz reported on various facts regarding operation of the
facility in 2025. In 2025 the facility took in 361 animals (dogs
& cats). Four dogs were carried over from 2024, and 1 cat was
carried over from 2024. 99 dogs were placed, 41 were returned to
owner, 15 were euthanized, and 3 dogs were left over at the end
of 2025 carried over into 2026. 146 cats were adopted, fostered,
or placed with shelter, none were returned to owner, 8 were
euthanized, and 22 fell into the “other category” which means



that they died, escaped, etc. 9 cats and 6 kittens were carried
over from 2025 into 2026.

Chairman Morgenstern commended Commissioner Martin for her
good work in setting the animal shelter on a positive course, all
of which she performed without additional pay.

Mr. Fritz indicated that Sheila Beltz is forming a 501C3
corporation for the benefit of the shelter. It is hoped that the
501C3 can raise funds to assist with the work of the shelter.
Mrs. Beltz also does volunteer work for the shelter, including
handling all the transports to shelters.

Commissioner Martin observed that usually the shelter
realizes $40.00-560.00 per animal on adoptions. The income for
animal control has doubled in the past year.

Next, Chairman Morgenstern recognized Mr. Pete Spitler, who
in addition to being a reporter for the Weekly Press, serves as a
member of the Perry County Fair Board. In recent weeks, Mr.
Spitler and a delegation from Perry County attended the Illinois
Association of Agricultural Fairs meeting in Springfield,
Illinois, where a talent competition was conducted. One student
from Perry County placed 4 in the Senior Division of the talent
show. Fortunately, a talent scout for the Du Quoin State Fair
was in the audience and signed an agreement for the winning
student to perform at the Du Quoin State Fair in 2026.

Next, Chairman Morgenstern recognized Mr. Donny Hobbs. Mr.
Hobbs thanked the Board for changing the time of the meeting from
5:00 P.M. to the later 6:00 P.M. to allow more members of the
public to attend the meetings.

Mr. Hobbs asked the general question as to what was being
done to cut spending. Chairman Morgenstern responded with the
following:

1. The County Board has restructured the insurance for the
County. The County has gone from a self-insured model to a
carrier which now insures 300 municipalities and counties. This
insurance is still brokered through Snedeker, and should realize
significant savings for the County in 2026.

2. The County Board has taken the steps needed to install a
solar filed adjacent to the government building. This solar farm
will provide electric power for County’s buildings.

3. The County received 4.2 Million Dollars in ARPA
(American Rescue) funds. The County Board has utilized those
funds to purchase needed permanent improvements for the County,
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such as purchase of squad cars for the Sheriff’s department,
paying for one-half the construction costs for the new highway
department shed. (Incidentally, the other one-half of the
construction costs [$700,000.00] was received from grant funds.)

Mr. Hobbs then asked Chairman Morgenstern what that he meant
when he said that he is here to do what is best for the County,
not the taxpayers. Mr. Hobbs asked for Mr. Morgenstern to
elaborate on that point.

Mr. Morgenstern indicated that taxes are always a *have to”
commodity, whether any of us like it or not. That is simply how
that the state has set up funding of the County’s operations. By
stating that he was here to serve the County, Mr. Morgenstern
indicated that he was looking out for the greater good of the
people of the County, both now and for the future. Often
providing for the long term financial security of the County, for
both present and future generations, requires making difficult
choices, often unpopular choices, in the present day. Chairman
Morgenstern thanked Mr. Hobbs for his interest in following the
operations of the County.

Commissioner Martin also noted that she had been advised
that the City of Du Quoin had agreed to the County’s terms in the
Intergovernmental Agreement for animal control services and would
be forwarding the executed instrument shortly. Commissioner
Martin explained that the formula she used for the municipal IGAs
for animal control services, after research was conducted of
surrounding counties, is $2.10 @ resident. So, the formula works
as follows: # of municipality’s residents (per most recent
census) X $2.10 = annual charge municipality pays to Perry County
for animal control services. Commissioner Martin indicated that
getting the IGAs in place has been a one and one half year long
project.

With public comment concluded, Chairman Morgenstern returned
to the agenda, and began with Resolution #2026-RL02 to approve a
Raffle License for the Pinckneyville Knights of Columbus #2921,
Commissioner Folden moved to approve #2026-RL02, which motion was
seconded by Commissioner Martin. Roll call taken with
Commissioners Folden and Martin and Chairman Morgenstern all
voting “aye.”

Commissioner Martin moved to approve Resolution #2026-R22
for an IGA Agreement between Perry County Animal Control and the
Village of Cutler, Illinois, which motion was seconded by
Commissioner Folden. Roll call taken with Commissioners Folden
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and Martin and Chairman Morgenstern all voting “aye.”

Commissioner Martin moved to approve Resolution #2026-R23
for an IGA Agreement between Perry County Animal Control and the
Village of Tamaroa, Illinois, which motion was seconded by
Commissioner Folden. Roll call was taken with Commissioners
Folden and Martin and Chairman Morgenstern all voting “aye.”

Chairman Morgenstern requested a motion to approve the
warrant for payment of bills. Commissioner Folden moved to
approve the warrant, seconded by Commissioner Martin. Roll call
vote was taken with Commissioners Folden, Martin and Chairman
Morgenstern voting “aye”.

There being no further business to come before the Board, a
motion was made by Commissioner Martin to adjourn the meeting,
seconded by Commissioner Folden. Chairman Morgenstern called for
a voice vote on the motion to adjourn, with all present voting
“aye"”. Chairman Morgenstern gaveled the meeting adjourned at
6:39 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Aaron A. At

Chairman Morgenstern

Commissioner Folden

Commissioner Martin



