Minutes of the Regqular Meeting

of the Perry County Board of Commissioners, Perry County,
Illinois, held on the 5* day of March, A.D. 2026, in the
Pinckneyville Community Building, Pinckneyville, Illinois.

Chairman Bruce Morgenstern called the meeting to order at
6:00 P.M., and lead the invocation and recitation of the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Roll Call was answered by Commissioners Joseph Folden and
Jennifer Martin and Chairman Bruce Morgenstern. Also present
.were County Clerk Robert Kelly and Attorney Aaron Atkins.

Chairman Morgenstern took up the matter of the approval of
the agenda. No one from the gallery asked to be recognized.
Commissioner Martin moved to approve the agenda, which motion was
seconded by Commissioner Folden. The motion passed with voice
vote with Commissioners Folden, Martin and Chairman Morgenstern
all voting "aye.”

On the approval of the regular meeting minutes of February
19, 2026, Commissioner Folden moved to approve the minutes,
seconded by Commissioner Martin. The motion passed with
Commissioners Folden, Martin and Chairman Morgenstern voting
"aye” by voice vote.

Chairman Morgenstern asked to receive public comments. No
one in the gallery requested to be recognized, except Mr. Joe
Grabowski, who was listed on the agenda. Mr. Grabowski presented
his issue with work done by the Perry County Highway Department.
Mr. Grabowski indicated that the pipe placed under the road was
of a larger size than that previously installed there. Mr.
Grabowski ‘indicated that the larger size pipe has increased the
flow of water onto his farmland, resulting in erosion. Mr.
Grabowski indicated that he does not wish to have to file suit
against the County to resolve the issue, but that he is prepared
to do so if it becomes necessary. Chairman Morgenstern responded
to Mr. Grabowski that the County has every desire to amicably
resolve the issue and asked Brian Otten to meet with Mr.
Grabowski and to work toward a resolution to the issue.

Chairman Morgenstern proceeded with the agenda, and began
with approval of a Raffle License for Unlimited Play (Baby
Sarah’s Playground) beginning February 19, 2026, under #2026-




RLO5. Commissioner Martin moved to approve awarding the license.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Folden. Roll call vote
was taken with Commissioners Folden and Martin and Chairman
Morgenstern all voting “aye.”

Commissioner Folden moved to approve Raffle License for
Priebe Bro's Band & St. Jude, beginning March 5, 2026, under
#2020-RL0O6. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Martin.

Roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Folden and Martin and
Chairman Morgenstern all voting “aye.”

Commissioner Martin moved to approve Raffle License for
Sacred Heart Church, beginning March 5%, 2026, under #2026-RL07.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Folden. Roll call vote
was taken with Commissioners Folden and Martin and Chairman
Morgenstern all voting “aye.”

Commissioner Folden moved to approve Raffle License for the
First Christian Church of Du Quoin, beginning March 5%, 2026,
under #2026~RL08. Commissioner Martin seconded by motion. Roll
call vote was taken with Commissioners Folden and Martin and
Chairman Morgenstern all voting “aye.”

County Superintendent of Highways Brian Otten presented
information regarding a proposed joint funding agreement with
IDOT for the East Park Street overlay. This project is regular
maintenance for 4 % miles of East Park Street approximately to
the County Line. The date for starting the project is set for
July, 2026. Commissioner Folden moved to approve Resolution
#2026-R51 for the Joint Funding Agreement with IDOT for the E.
Park Street Overlay. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Martin. Roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Folden and
Martin and Chairman Morgenstern all voting “aye.”

Sheriff Chad Howard explained the U.S. Bank Lease Purchase
Agreement, and related documents which he was presenting to the
Board for purchase of radio equipment for Sheriff’s Office.
Sheriff Howard explained that for many years there have been
significant portions of the County which are “dead zones” for
radio communication. These “dead zones” make it impossible for
law enforcement and emergency services personnel to communicate
effectively with one another, often posing significant risks to
the personnel in the field. Sheriff Howard has applied for
federal funding to defray the costs of equipment which will
greatly reduce the 30% dead zone area of the County to
approximately 2% dead zone, which marks a significant
improvement. The lease purchase agreement which the Sheriff was
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asking the Board to approve is the vehicle through which this
federal funding is accomplished.

Chairman Morgenstern thanked the Sheriff for taking it upon
his own initiative to find and apply for this federal funding, at
no cost to the County. To accomplish the same objective, had the
County contracted on its own to obtain the same equipment,
without the federal funding, the costs could have been upwards of
$532,000.00. Accordingly, this grant, which the Sheriff himself
researched and obtained, will save the taxpayers of Perry County
substantial funds while providing much safer and more effective
communication for the Sheriff’s office and emergency personnel.

Commissioner Folden moved to approve Resolution #2026-R52 to
approve the U.S. Bank Lease Purchase Agreement, and related
documents, for equipment for Sheriff’s Office. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Martin. Roll call vote was taken with
Commissioners Folden and Martin and Chairman Morgenstern all
voting “aye.”

Next, Chairman Morgenstern turned to the discussion topic of
the appointment of Charlie Kuhnert as Public Defender. Mr.
Kuhnert addressed the Board, advising that the General Assembly
has changed the statute controlling appointment of public
defenders. The new statute, to be effective January 1, 2027,
changes the present system from a rotation of multiple public
defenders to one appointed public defender for the County. Mr.
Kuhnert has been appointed, by administrative order issued by the
Circuit Judge, effective June 1, 2026, to be Perry County’s
public defender. He will replace Stuart Morgenstern and the
seven public defenders who operate in a rotation under Mr.
Morgenstern’s supervision. The County will have to provide
office space and secretarial staff for the public defender’s
office. Mr. Kuhnert proposes to donate the use of his present
office. He would like to retain his present staff at $20.00 @
hour. In due time, the County Board will have to enact an
ordinance or resolution creating the position and providing for
the specifics of the position.

Mr. Kevin Kern from Snedeker Risk Management was recognized
by Chairman Morgenstern. Mr. Kern invited those in attendance to
attend a networking event being held by Snedeker at Carterville.
Chairman Morgenstern thanked Mr. Kern for the invitation.

Chairman Morgenstern requested a motion to approve the
warrant for payment of bills. Commissioner Martin moved to
approve the warrant, seconded by Commissioner Folden. Roll call
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vote was taken with Commissioners Folden, Martin and Chairman
Morgenstern voting “aye”.

There being no further business to come before the Board, a
motion was made by Commissioner Folden to adjourn the meeting,
seconded by Commissioner Martin. Chairman Morgenstern called for
a voice vote on the motion to adjourn, with all present voting

“aye”. Chairman Morgenstern gaveled the meeting adjourned at
6:58 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

—

aren A. Atki

Chairman Morgenstern

Commissioner Folden

Commissioner Martin




